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24. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for classifying assets into business 
sectors, said apparatus comprising: 

(a) means for calculating, for each of plural exogenous variables, a measure of a 
tendency for a value of an asset to change as a result of a change in a data value for 
said each exogenous variable; 

(b) means for repeating the calculating performed by means (a) for each of 
plural different assets; 

(c) means for grouping said plural different assets into plural different sectors 
based on similarities of said measures of tendency to change across said plural 
exogenous variables; 

(d) means for assessing at least one of: (I) how statistics for at least one of the 
groups formed in s t e p by said means (c) vary over time; and (II) how one asset in a 
group formed i n st e p by said means (c) compares to other assets in the same group; 
and 

(e) means for purchasing, selling or recommending the purchase or sale of an 
asset based on the assessment made i n st e p by said means (d). 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium storing computer- 
executable process steps for classifying assets into business sectors, said process 
steps comprising steps to: 

(a) calculate, for each of plural exogenous variables, a measure of a tendency 
for a value of an asset to change as a result of a change in a data value for said each 
exogenous variable; 

(b) repeat step (a) for each of plural different assets; 

(c) group said plural different assets into plural different sectors based on 
similarities of said measures of tendency to change across said plural exogenous 
variables; 

(d) assessing at least one of: (I) how statistics for at least one of the groups 
formed in step (c) vary over time; and (II) how one asset in a group formed in step (c) 
compares to other assets in the same group; and 



0746106.1 



Application No.: 09/615,025 



(e) purchasing, selling or recommending the purchase or sale of an asset 
based on the assessment made in step (d). 
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In addition, the following comments respond to the Examiner's statement of 
reasons for allowance. 

Applicants believe that each claim in the application has been allowed because 
the combination of features recited in that claim is not disclosed or suggested by the 
prior art, i.e., that each claim was in fact fully evaluated and then allowed on its own 
merits. In the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance, certain features of the 
allowed claims are emphasized as not being shown by the prior art. However, it is 
believed that the particular features emphasized in the Examiner's statement of reasons 
for allowance are just generally representative of the present claims. 

For example, while the Examiner notes the "criticality and novelty" of certain 
features of the present invention, such remarks are believed to refer simply to the 
novelty of the present claims over the applied art that had been cited by the Examiner. 
Once again, it is believed that the Examiner understands the overall combination of 
features recited in the present claims to be novel and nonobvious over the prior art. 
When compared to some other subset of the prior art, other features of the present 
invention might distinguish it from such prior art. 

Applicants respectfully request written notification if Applicants' understanding as 
set forth above is incorrect in any respect whatsoever. 
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